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that people’s previous experience would affect their susceptibility to the illusions. In 
particular, Segall and colleagues believed that people who came from carpentered 
environments—characterized by wood or other materials arranged in straight lines, 
rectangular shapes, and other such geometric relationships—would be relatively more 
susceptible to the Müller–Lyer illusion. The idea here was that carpentered environ-
ments provide the people who live in them with a great deal of practice in seeing 
rectangular shapes (boards, houses, and windows) and therefore certain angles and 
junctions. The Müller–Lyer illusion taps into this experience as follows:
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 Figure 15.3: Examples of the pictures taken in front of U.S. and Japanese schools and hotels used in Miyamoto et al. (2006).

Source: Miyamoto, Y., Nisbett, R. E., & Matsuda, T. (2006). Culture and the physical environment: Holistic versus analytical perceptual affordances. Psychological Science, 17, 113–119.


